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1208 West Nevada St, MC-142, Urbana, IL 61801-3818
213.949.4573 ( mkashani@illinois.edu
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Kashani 2

Education

2007 - 2014 

Ph.D. in Social Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin

Seekers of Sacred Knowledge: Zaytuna College and the Education of American Muslims

2000 - 2003

M.F.A. in Film/Video, California Institute of the Arts

1995 - 2000

B.A. with double honors in Film Studies and Interdisciplinary Field 

Studies, University of California, Berkeley

Appointments

2016 - current
Assistant Professor, Gender and Women’s Studies (75%) and Asian American Studies (25%), Affiliated Faculty, Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2014 - 2016

Postdoctoral Fellow, Danforth Center on Religion and Politics, 

Washington University in St. Louis

2014


Lecturer, American Islamic College

2008 - 2010         
Lecturer, Center for Asian American Studies and Department of Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin

Research Interests

Racial/ethnic/religious diasporas and transnational political movements; gender and sexuality; Islam and Muslim communities; visual anthropology, documentary, and experimental filmmaking; visual culture and the senses; knowledge, ethics, and power; and new media forms and methods.

Publications

In progress.  Medina By the Bay: Islam, Visuality, and Displacement in the Bay Area. Book manuscript.
In progress. “Cultivating Awe and Certainty: Astronomy and Time-Keeping in an American Muslim  

College.” For submission to Ethnos.

Forthcoming, 2018 “Habib in the Hood: Mobilizing History and Prayer towards an Anti-Racist Islam.” 
Amerasia Journal. Spring.
2018 “The Audience Is Present: Invocations of El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz by Muslims in the United States.” With Stones in Our Hands: Reflections on Racism, Muslims, and U.S. Empire. Edited by Sohail Daulatzai and Junaid Rana. University of Minnesota Press.  
2017 Film review essay of Christian Suhr’s Descending with Angels. For American Anthropologist. Vol. 119, Issue 4, p757-758.
2017   “On the Lookout” Co-authored with Arshad Ali and Shirin Vossoughi. For Anthropology News 
website. http://www.anthropology-news.org/index.php/2017/08/02/on-the-lookout/
2017
Blog article. Co-authored with Arshad Ali and Shirin Vossoughi. “Responding to the Presidential   Executive Order Banning Immigrants: The Kharij Collective” Just Talk: Voices of Education and Justice, UCLA Center X. February 3, 2017. https://centerx.gseis.ucla.edu/just-talk-responding-to-the-presidential-executive-order-banning-immigrants-the-kharij-collective/
2016   Book review of Ebrahim Moosa’s What is a Madrasa? For Journal of the American Academy of Religion. Volume 84 Issue 2 June 2016, p566-568

2015 
“This in the Presence of the World: From March Meeting to The past, the present, the possible.” For Sharjah Biennial 12 catalogue, Sharjah Art Foundation.

2014
“The Intersection of Race, Gender, and Islam in the United States,” Roundtable with Su’ad Abdul Khabeer, Evelyn Al-Sultany, and Sylvia Chan-Malik.  Amerasia Journal. Spring. 
2011   Film review essay of Roxanne Varzi’s Plastic Flowers Never Die. For Visual Anthropology 

Review. Spring 2011 Volume 27, Issue 1, p111-112.






2009   Book review of Claudia Der-Martirosian’s Iranian Immigrants in Los Angeles: the Role of 

Networks and Economic Interests. For Journal of American Ethnic History.  Fall 2009 

Volume 29 Issue 1, p120-122.







           
Teaching

University of Illinois – Undergraguate/Graduate
Theories and Theologies of Liberation 
University of Illinois - Undergraduate
Arab and Muslim Feminisms

Asian American Film and Media

Film, TV, and Gender

Gender and Representation

Theories and Theologies of Liberation 

Danforth Center on Religion and Politics, Washington University in St. Louis - Undergraduate

Between Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr.: Race, Religion, and the Politics of Freedom

Islam and Muslims in the United States

American Islamic College, Chicago

Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

Anthropology and Asian American Studies, University of Texas at Austin

Asian America and the Moving Image

Teaching Assistant

2008 

Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Kamran Asdar Ali, Anthropology, UT Austin  

2002-2003 
Film Today. Thom Andersen, California Institute of the Arts

2002 

Women and Cinema. Berenice Reynaud, California Institute of the Arts
2001 

Film Today. Berenice Reynaud, California Institute of the Arts
2001-2003 
Film Sound Lab. California Institute of the Arts






  
Community Education

2004-2005 
Introduction to Film. Instructor, Community Harvest Charter School, Los Angeles
2001-2003 
Media Arts – Digital Arts Network. Co-Instructor, Self-Help Graphics/Community Arts Partnership, Los Angeles

2001 

Music Video Production. Instructor, Oakwood School, Los Angeles







  
Academic Grants, Fellowships, and Distinctions

2018   Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities Faculty Fellowship, “Race Work” ($2000, one 
semester release time)

2018   Funding Initiative for Multiracial Democracy, Book Manuscript Workshop, Campus Research 


Board, UIUC, $4000
2018   Scholars’ Travel Fund, Campus Research Board, UIUC, $650

2017   Scholars’ Travel Fund, Campus Research Board, UIUC, $750

2017   Maryam Kashani & Lila Sharif, “Landscapes of Gentrification and Settler Colonialism Research 

Group,” IPRH Research Cluster grant, $2500
2013   Continuing Fellowship, University of Texas at Austin (UT Austin)

2012   National Academy of Education/Spencer Dissertation Fellowship

2012   Continuing Fellowship, UT Austin (declined)



      

2012   Graduate Dean’s Prestigious Fellowship Supplement, Graduate School, UT Austin

2011   P.E.O. Scholar Award, Philanthropic Educational Organization

2011   Graduate Dean’s Prestigious Fellowship Supplement, Graduate School, UT Austin

2011   Professional Development Fellowship, Graduate School, UT Austin

2010   Graduate Research Fellowship, College of Liberal Arts, UT Austin


2009   Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS - Arabic), Center for Middle Eastern 

Studies, UT Austin 

2009   Critical Language Scholarship in Advanced Arabic, United States Department of State

2009   Research Grant, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, UT Austin 

2009   Graduate Research Fellowship, College of Liberal Arts, UT Austin

   


2009   Professional Development Fellowship, Graduate School, UT Austin

2008   Graduate Research Award, Center for Asian American Studies, UT Austin

2008   Research and Travel Grant, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, UT Austin 

2008   Research Fellowship, College of Liberal Arts, UT Austin





2008   Graduate Research Fellowship - Honorable Mention, National Science Foundation

2008   Professional Development Fellowship, University of Texas, Graduate School

2008   Travel Fellowship, Houtan Foundation

2007   Research Fellowship, College of Liberal Arts, UT Austin

2007   Graduate Research Fellowship - Honorable Mention, National Science Foundation

2007   Recruitment Fellowship, College of Liberal Arts, UT Austin


2003   Scholarship, California Institute of the Arts

2001   Scholarship, California Institute of the Arts





 

2000   Scholarship, California Institute of the Arts

Film Grants, Fellowships, and Distinctions

2015   Sharjah Art Foundation commission for Sharjah Biennial 12

2014   Iran Heritage Foundation commission for Cyrus Cylinder omnibus film 

2011   Documentary Project Research & Development grant, California Council for the Humanities

2010   Flaherty Student Fellow, The Robert Flaherty Film Seminar, New York

2010   Event Community Service Award (for the Austin Asian American Film Festival), 

Association of Asian American Studies

2010   Texas Filmmaker Production Fund grant, Austin Film Society

2009   Honorable mention - Las Callecitas y La Cañada, Society for Visual Anthropology

2006   Artist Resource for Completion Grant, Durfee Foundation

2002   Film School Finishing Fund, California Institute of the Arts 

2002   Kodak Foundation Film Grant

Public Presentations/ Workshops

Invited:

2018
"Race, Gender, and Islamophobia." West Chester University. February 19.
2017
“Muslim Movement (Building): Producing a Bay Area Islamoscape on Film and in Practice” 
Islamic Visualities and In/Visibilities: Reimagining Public Citizenship? Symposium. Leiden University Centre for the Study of Islam and Society (LUCIS). December 13.
2017
“A Seat at the Table? Muslim Acts in an American Political Landscape” CSAMES Brown Bag Lecture, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. April 5.

2017 
“BART Trains, Bus stops, and Olive Trees: Visual Ethnography in a Bay Area Islamoscape” 
Department of Anthropology, Northwestern University, Chicago, IL. January 30.
2017
Panel. A Coalition for Virtue: Civic Engagement and Strategy in a Time of Fear Workshop, Alwaleed bin Talal Center for Muslim Christian Understanding and the Duke Islamic Studies Center, Georgetown University. February 6.

2016 
‪"Somewhere Else, But Here: visual ethnography and an American Islamoscape between 
imagination and image"‬ The Art of Homeland in the United States Symposium, Department 

of the History of Art, University of California, Riverside.
2015
“Making Malcolm Muslim: The Invocation of El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz in American 

Islam” Department of Jewish, Islamic & Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, 

Washington University in St. Louis

2015 
That Which Is Coming and the Signs of Remarkable History, film screening and talk. 

Danforth Center on Religion and Politics, Washington University in St. Louis

2014    “Cultivating Awe and Certainty: Astronomy and Time-Keeping in an American Muslim 

College.”  Islamic Studies Workshop, University of Chicago.

2013   “Sight – Insight – Incite: Seeing Images and Representation at Zaytuna College.” 

Anthropology, University of Zurich, Switzerland.

2013   “Islam in/and America,” Research Workshop. Macmillan Center, Council of Middle East 

Studies, Yale University.

2012   “Cultivating Awe and Certainty: Astronomy and the Imagination at Zaytuna College,”

Anthropology as Transgression and Translation Working Group. Anthropology 

Department, UC Berkeley.

           

2012   “Habib in the Hood: Islamic Education and the American Innercity,” Migrations of Islam 

Symposium. Michigan State University.



           

2012   “Muhammadaic Breezes From Tarim to Oakland.” Shifting Borders: America and the 

Middle East / North Africa Conference. American University of Beirut, Lebanon. 





           

2008   "A Visual Anthropology of Iran - the Ethnographer, the Adventurer, the Spy,” Visual 

Representation of Iran Conference & Film Series. University of St. Andrews, Edinburgh.

Conferences:

2017 
Co-chair/Roundtable Presenter. “#NoBanNoWallsNoJailsNoDAPL: An Anthropology of 
Accomplices.” American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting, Washington D.C.
2017 
Workshop. “Moving Towards Home: The Feminist Imaginary from Palestine to 
M4BL.” National Women’s Studies Association Annual Meeting. Baltimore, Maryland.
2017 
Roundtable. “Arab American Studies Association: Dissenting Pedagogies: Teaching in an Age of 
Islamophobia.” American Studies Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois.
2017
Roundtable. “Who Cares? Institutional Labor at the Interdisciplinary Crossroads of Race/Gender/Sexuality.” Association for Asian American Studies Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon. April 14
2016 
“An unsettling: making images of settler colonialism in Palestine”


Native American and Indian Studies Association Annual Meeting, Honolulu, Hawaii.

2016 
“Writing Letters and Political Solidarities: Becoming Asian American In Prison”


Association of Asian American Studies Annual Meeting, Miami, Florida.

2016 
“The Filmic Dissertation”


4th Annual Screening Scholarship Media Festival, University of Pennsylvania.

2015 
Co-chair/Presenter. “History Moves In Slow Motion and the Future Is Speeding Toward Us”: Palestinian and Israeli Visual Economies and Representational Strategies”
American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado
2015 
“What Politics are Possible. Or Dining with the President”


American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado

2015
Roundtable. “The Looming Shadows of Arab-Muslim-South Asian Solidarities”


Association of Asian American Studies Annual Meeting, Evanston, Illinois.

2014  
“Knowledge, Power, and Practice: Zaytuna College and the Anthropology of Islam”


American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting, Washington D.C.

2014  
“Solidarity Delegations to Palestine & Indigenous/Women of Color Feminists: Reflections, 

Impact and Assessment” National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico

2013   
“We Used to Go Look at Him: Seeing and Producing Images at an American Muslim 

College,” Ways of Knowing - Graduate Conference on Religion. Harvard Divinity 

School.

2013   
“We Used to Go Look at Him: Image Making and Looking at an American Muslim 

College,” American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL.

2013  
“IQRA’ is READ – Recitation, Reading, and Representing Muslims,” Screening 

Scholarship Media Festival, 34th Annual Ethnography in Education Research Forum. CAMRA, University of Pennsylvania, PA.

2013   
“Spiritual Genealogies and Mystical Futures: Muslim Scholar Activism from Oakland to 

Tarim,” Abriendo Brecha/Opening a Path Conference. University of Texas at Austin, TX.

2012     “IQRA’ – Recitation, Reading, and Representation at Zaytuna College,” American 


Anthropology Association Annual Meeting. San Francisco, CA.

           

2010   
"Going Back and then Returning: Iranian Diasporic Filmmaking’s Trends and Tribulations,"

Society for Cinema and Media Studies Annual Meeting. Los Angeles, CA.

American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, PA.


        

           

2008  
"Framing the Mapping: An Examination of Participatory Mapping on Video and the 

Representation of Collaboration and Community," American Anthropology Association 

Annual Meeting. San Francisco, CA. 

           

2008   
"A Visual Anthropology of Iran - the Ethnographer, the Adventurer, the Spy,” AGSA 

Graduate Student Conference. University of Texas at Austin.


           

2008   “Framing the Narrative - A Study of Language, Gesture, and Intimacy in Oral History 

Video,” Oral History and Performance Conference. Columbia University, New York.

Other Presentations:

2017
Co-organizer and Moderator, National Teach-In on the Presidential Executive Order Banning Muslims, Immigrants, And Refugees, sponsored by Race &Equity, University of Pennsylvania. February 8.

2015  
“Seeing, Sensing, and Representing Islam and Muslims” Mass Communications Week, Guest 

Lecture. Documentary Production, Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville.

2013  
“Ways of Knowing: Sacred Knowledge and Visual Ethnography,” Practices of Looking 

class, Guest Lecture. Department of Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin.

Screenings and Exhibitions 

2016   Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival, Los Angeles

2016   School of the Art Institute of Chicago


2015   Sharjah Biennial 12: The past, the present, the possible, United Arab Emirates

2015   Danforth Center on Religion and Politics, Washington University in St. Louis 

2015   School of Oriental and Asian Studies, London, England.

2014   98weeks, Beirut, Lebanon 

2013   Screening Scholarship Media Festival, Philadelphia, PA

2012   Ethnographic Terminalia, group exhibition, San Francisco, CA

2010   UCLA Fowler Museum

2010   University of Texas at Austin

2010   University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

2009   Yale University, New Haven, CT

2009   Iran Inside/Out Chelsea Art Museum

2009   Society of Visual Anthropology Film Festival, Philadelphia, PA

2009   Middle Eastern Film Series, University of Texas at Austin

2009   Festival from East to East, Paris, France

2009   Ethnographic Terminalia, group exhibition, Philadelphia, PA

2009   Austin Video Bee, Austin, TX

2008   Animal, Vegetable, Mineral: Recent Experimental Documentaries, Pacific Film Archive, 

Berkeley, CA

2008   University of St. Andrews, Edinburgh, Scotland

2008   Iranian Film Festival, San Francisco, CA

2007   UCLA Hammer Museum

2007   Docúpolis, Barcelona, Spain

2007   International Exile Film Festival, Gothenburg, Sweden

2007   FILM LOVE 53, Openings: Music and Experimental Film, Atlanta, GA

2007   Big Sky Documentary Film Festival, Missoula, Montana

2007   VC Asian Pacific Film Festival, Los Angeles, CA

2007   Cine Abierto, Mexico City, Mexico

2007   International Diaspora Film Festival, Toronto, Canada

2007   Expresíon en Corto, San Miguel Allende and Guanajuato, Mexico

2007   Austin Asian American Film Festival, Austin, TX

2007   Beyond Persia, San Francisco, CA

2006   Museum of Modern Art, New York

2006   Madcat International Film Festival, San Francisco, CA

2006   Echo Park Film Center, Los Angeles, CA

2006   XIII Jornados de Estudio de la Imagen de la Comunidad de Madrid, Spain

2003   New Langton Arts with Wadada Leo Smith and Steve Smith, San Francisco, CA

2003   Group Exhibition, Take Back the Love, 6 Months Gallery, Los Angeles, CA

2003   Bijou Festival, California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA

2003   Kris Tiner MFA Recital, Roy O. Disney Hall, California Institute of the Arts, Valenica, CA

2002   I’m Not Cold Blooded, I’m Just Blood Cold (Creative Music and Film), California Institute 

of the Arts, Valencia, CA

2002   The Second Time I Drove You Crazy, California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA

2002   Bijou Festival, California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA

2002   Okiro Creative and Experimental Art Series, Los Angeles, CA

2001   Bijou Festival, California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA

2001   Creative Music and Film - featured artist, California Institute of the Arts

2000   www.360hiphop.com
2000   Milk Farm Presents, Oakland, CA

2000   Experimental Works, Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, CA

1999   Works from the Eisner Awards Competition, Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, CA

1998   Representing Reality: Student Documentaries, UC Berkeley, Berkeley, CA

1998   Chicago Asian American Film Festival, Chicago, IL

1997   Alternative Visions: Avant-Garde Film at UCB, Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, CA

Filmography (selective)

2016
Signs of Remarkable History. HD video, 77 minutes.
2015
That Which Is Coming and the Signs of Remarkable History. HD video, 100 minutes.
2015 
Our Look Was as If Two Lovers or Enemies. Three-channel HD video installation, 12 minute loop. Commissioned by Sharjah Art Foundation. 

2014   
The Mightiest. HD video, 8 minutes. Commissioned by Iranian Heritage Foundation,

United Kingdom.

2012   
When They Give Their Word, Their Word is Bond. HD two-channel video installation,

9 minute and 44 minute loops.

2009   
Interview: Nasser 10/23/2002.  SD video installation, 120 minute loop.

2009   
las callecitas y la cañada. SD video, 24 minutes.

2009   
Qamri Hajer  (My Moon Migrated). SD video, 12 minutes.

2006   
Best in the West. 16mm and SD video, color, 71 minutes.

2003   
things lovely and dangerous still. 16mm silent film for trumpet & drums, color, 14 

minutes.

2002   
[modes and tactics] remix. Collaboration with Carole Kim. Mixed media, 12 minutes.

2002   
yoisho.  SD video, 3 minutes.

2001   
love sermon. 16mm, black and white, 2 minutes.

2001   
[modes and tactics]. SD video, 12 minutes.

2001   
UCLA Labor Center SIP.  Commissioned documentary. SD video, 20 minutes.

2000   
DREAM. Commissioned by family of Mike “DREAM” and Russell Simmon’s 

360Hiphop.com, SD video, 7 minutes.
Film Bibliography
2015
Inoue, Ryan. The past, the present, the possible. Sharjah Biennial 12. Sharjah Art Foundation

2015
Horgan, Richard. “An Iranian Diaspora” filmstew.com. May, 7 2015. http://filmstewdotcom.blogspot.co.uk/2015/05/7sides-cylinder-eastern-breeze-film-festival.html
2012   
Naficy, Hamid. A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 4: The Globalizing Era, 1984-

2010. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2012. pgs.457-459

- Description and analysis of Best in the West (2006).

2007     King, Susan. “UCLA, at least, has Iranian film on its radar” Los Angeles Times. April 1, 2007.

2007   
“Interviews with Young Iranians – Maryam Kashani, Filmmaker” Pars Arts. November 5, 

2007. http://www.parsarts.com/2007/11/05/interviews-with-young-iranians-maryam-kashani-filmmaker/
2007   
“Maryam Kashani talks about ‘Best in the West’” Pars Times. April 25, 2007. 

http://www.parstimes.com/film/kashani_interview/
Related Work Experience

2008-2010  Film Programmer/Assistant Director, Austin Asian American Film Festival 

2003-2007  Film Archivist/Vault Coordinator, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences 

         Film Archive, Los Angeles 

2003-2004  Film Archivist/Collections, UCLA Film and Television Archive, Los Angeles

Skills

Final Cut Pro Studio, Final Cut Pro X, Avid, Premiere Pro, Adobe Creative Cloud, Pro Tools, 16mm and Super8 film cinematography and editing, HD video cinematography and editing, tape to tape and digital sound recording, sound editing, sound design, djing, and grant-writing.

Languages

English, native; Arabic, advanced; Spanish, intermediate; Japanese, intermediate; Persian, beginner

